Eva Forsberg at her loom

Every child an artist

At 16, she’s been
a weaver 10 years

By Beth Ashley
Eva Forsberg is only 16 years old,
but her art has been exhibited in the
galleries of Paris, Stockholm and
other major Eumpcan cities,
She is a weaver. She has been a
weaver since age 6
,She is one of 20 young weavers on
i project founded in Sweden by her
father, Birger Forsberg, modeled
after a similar project in Egypt. The
theory behind the two projects,
enunciated by Egyptian founder
Ramses Wissa Wassef, is that there
are creative talents inherent in all
youna people, simply waiting to find
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Swedish artist and art professor
Birger Forsberg, who is Eva’s f{a-
ther, saw the weavings at an exhibit
in Stockholm in 1960. He was decpl;
moved by their spomaneny “the
walls were just flowing,” says Eva
He could not get them out of his
mind, and when later he went to
Egypt to paint, he visited Wissa
Wassef in Harrania and learned the
dimensions of the project

On 1963, the village of Hedesunda,
where Forsberg was born, was
building a community house, and
invited him to do some art fo
proposed that the communit

stead use part of the

ia, and that the remain-

der g0 for &’ second tapestry, to be
created by the children of Hedesun-

da

““The (nwnspeople jested at the
idea,” says Eva. “The teachers said,
‘if we can't even interest children in
their regular school work, how can
they do weaving?'

But Forsberg prevailed. He bought
looms, learned how to dye wool and
to weave. Then he went to the school
and invited the children to come and
try it. He said, ‘T will be there at 7in
the morning till 5 at night every
weekend, and every day all sum-
mer." Ramses (Wissa Wassef) came,
and gave very good belp, and soon

ren were coming and learn-
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7) along with the work
young people lmn ' textile arts -
c:lum1 {}l‘gxm by Olene Sparks at
“The weavings of the children of
‘Harrania, Egypt, caused a sensation
when they came to this cmtry last
year. They were created under the
tutelage of Wissa Wassef, who
bought land in Harrania near the
Gliza Pyramids in the early 1940s,
workshop, and recruited v‘;

Egypt,
the Bedouin tents, the birds, animals

Forsberg’s maxim.

“It was important to keep parents
away,” says Eva the child
makes a blue ball on the tapestry
and says it is a bird, it IS a bird. l\l‘s
imparum that parents not say, o.
it's no(. aothemugeviﬂbe
stroyed in the child’s mind.

"A child has his own life, and he
must express it. What he does, he
knows, because he has experienced
it. It shonldbnzoodlorachﬂdlo
express his feelings in his own way.

When a tapestry is to be sold,
Forsberg and the child consult as to
its prict. "the child must say what
it is Eva said her fantasy
uputry ‘about 2% by 5 feet, would
sell for around $1,500. Forsberg him-
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self receives no money for his wg
he continues as a professor of art
the Konstfack School in Stockholm
commuting weekends to H

and spending his summers

with the youthful weavers.

For Eva. weaving has become
central focus of her life. When sh
completes her schooling in Swedes
— she has three semesters to go —
she expects to work at it full tin
lecturing and writing about the
project and continuing to weave for
her own gratification.

At 16, she is an embodim
Wissa Wassef’s philosophy, s é’\
before his death last year: “I/l
this vague conviction that e¥
human being was born an artist, *s
lhat his gilts could be brought
only if artistic creation were
aged by the pracueuu of a ¢

- from early childhood.”

The student art show, ai which
Eva’s tapestries will be IeaM‘i
can be seen Monday through Friday:
from 1 to 5 p.m. except dul
school Christmas vacation at the San
Francisco Student League Almond
Rod Art Gallery at 2105 o-ramn
&nelt, corner of Divisadero. Admh-

Tapestry by Eva
‘orsberg shows her

view of U.S.
arlem (lower part
tapestry), with Bil-
lie Holliday at right;
it progresses upward
to a version of her
dream house, with
her and a friend at
the window; at top is
her interpretation of
a rock festival, with
Janlsﬁ.loplinlnas cen-
tral figure group
at right. Also promi-
nent in weaving are
the lakes and green-
ery typical of her na-
tive Sweden..




